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At 3:04 p.m., Chairman Mark Brown called the July 28, 2014 Planning Board Meeting to 

order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence was observed. The 

following members attended: Kathryn Powell, Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe, Dan O’Reilly 

and Gregory Hapner. Also present: Chris Tomlinson; D.R. Horton, John Richards; 

Thomas & Hutton, Jon Mendenhall; Town Administrator, Chuck Riggins; Building 

Inspector, Joseph Przywara; Liaison, and Teressa Miller; Clerical Assistant. 

 

Absent: None  

 

Alternates in Public Attendance: None  

 

Administrative Reports: 

Chairperson Brown turned the meeting over to Jon Mendenhall, Town Administrator. Mr. 

Mendenhall said the Town engineer is expected to evaluate the roadways at the Farm at 

Brunswick on Thursday because of some cracks that have been observed by residents and 

staff throughout the development. Mr. Mendenhall said the engineer would be evaluating 

possible causes and conditions that may have caused those cracks to appear, the engineer 

will be in touch with Town staff and an update will be provided to the Planning Board 

and the Board of Commissioners as to the results of that evaluation. Mr. Mendenhall said 

that was all he had to update since their last meeting. 

 

New Business: 

Chairperson Brown said they need to look into a developmental change in the Farm 

subdivision as discussed at the last meeting D.R. Horton wanted to change 43 town 

houses to 28 single family residences. Chairperson Brown said that some representatives 

from D.R. Horton were in attendance to answer any questions. Chairperson Brown had a 

few questions for D.R. Horton concerning the walking trail and asked for an update on 

the walking trail. 

 

Chris Tomlinson, Development Manager with D.R. Horton, said work was done over the 

weekend wrapping the transitions in order to make the transitions all easier and the stop 

sign was moved out of the trail. Mr. Tomlinson said the only thing left to work on was 

the transition crossing over into Shingletree and it is their desire to keep that trail as level 

and as natural as possible. Mr. Tomlinson said they believe by making an engineered fix 

they will be able prevent damage to the transitions that were just fixed, prevent 

maintenance by the HOA in the future, and provide access to heavy machinery to get 

down to Shingletree to do any cleaning or surveying. Mr. Tomlinson said instead of 

having a bridge in that area they would like to add different pipes with some riprap for 

stabilization. Chairperson Brown asked if all the recent rainfall has affected the water 

flow in that area and if the proposed changes will guarantee that the water would 



continue to flow as it should. Mr. John Richards; Thomas & Hutton Engineering, said the 

pipes that cross through the nature tail are angled to meet the 25 year plan. Chairperson 

Brown said the trail is something that we would like to get finalized, it was supposed to 

get done in a much quicker fashion and now D.R. Horton wants to do more building 

which means more residents and the trail should be ready for all of the residents. Mr. 

Tomlinson said that he understood the committees’ concern. Mr. Richards said when 

dealing with the area near the Shingletree transition, the pipe that is there now is too low 

and they propose replacing it with two 15” concrete pipes with stabilizers wrapped with 

riprap on the ends instead of a bridge. Chuck Riggins said that the bridge being discussed 

was only supposed to be a walking bridge placed where the water was washing away the 

path. Discussion continued concerning the plans for the transition into Shingletree. 

 

MEMBER CAMPBELL-GROTHE MADE A MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS THAT THEY INSTALL THE TWO 15” CONCRETE 

PIPES ALONG WITH THE RIPRAP AND MAKE ALL OTHER CORRECTIONS AS 

DISCUSSED; LEVELING, SIGNAGE, ETC., IN LIEU OF THE WALKING BRIDGE. 

MEMBER POWELL SECONDED THE MOTION. CHAIRMAN BROWN CALLED 

FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.  

 

Chairperson Brown said D.R. Horton was asking to revise 43 townhouses to 28 single 

family houses that were about 1,400 square feet with a lot size of 41-42 feet all around. 

Chairperson Brown asked D.R. Horton after approval how soon they were looking to 

start building and Mr. Tomlinson replied that after approval they would need to get 

corporate approval from D.R. Horton before they would start which could take over a 

month. Chairperson Brown asked if there were are any future plans for additional 

amenities such as another pool or an amenities center for the growing subdivision and 

Mr. Richards replied that he had reviewed the plans and he did not think so because 

originally the amenities center was set to accommodate residents in around 1,000 houses 

but now they are looking at having only around 750 houses. Chairperson Brown asked 

Chuck Riggins if he had any thoughts on the new plans and Mr. Riggins said that he felt 

having this area built out sooner rather than later would be better and it is a good idea to 

finish this section of development. Mr. Riggins said D.R. Horton was able to redo a 

couple of lots in order to add one more house and still comply with road front setbacks so 

now they want to add 29 single family houses instead of 28 and it still complies with the 

road front setbacks. Discussion took place on road maintenance. Mr. Riggins said that a 

sign will be placed at the entrance stating the roads are private property and will be 

maintained by the HOA. Chairperson Brown asked Mr. Riggins if everything seemed to 

be in line and Mr. Riggins replied that the only problem that he saw was the possibility of 

dealing with the county’s water and sewer taps and that he had some information to share 

with D.R. Horton after the meeting. Mr. Riggins said if the county has to move taps 

around that could slow up the project a little bit.  

 

MEMBER POWELL MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE FROM 43 TOWNHOUSES 

TO 29 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES WITH THE CHANGES ON THE LOT SQUARE 

FOOTAGE. MEMBER CAMPBELL-GROTHE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

CHAIRMAN BROWN CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY 

UNANIMOUS VOTE.  

 



Public Comment: 

None. 

 

Adjourn: 

MEMBER O’REILLY MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE JULY 28, 2014 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING. MEMBER POWELL SECONDED THE MOTION. 

CHAIRMAN BROWN CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY 

UNANIMOUS VOTE.  

 

 

_____________________________  

                                                                    Chairperson Mark Brown 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Teressa Miller, Clerical Assistant 


